
Dear Parents, Guardians:

It is hard to imagine that Semester I is behind us as we look with anticipation to new opportunities for personal growth as a community 

of believers, learners and teachers, wherever we are on our path in life.

As always, we need to acknowledge that who we are and the gifts we possess come from God, and that through His Son, Jesus Christ, 

we are esteemed, valued and held precious. We thank Him for all the graces that he gives us as we live out the Gospel message of 

love, hope, mercy and compassion to those around us.

Our anticipation of a new semester with all the challenges it brings is tempered by the reality of our brothers and sisters in Haiti 

who have and continue to suffer from a terrible earthquake.  The St. Augustine School Community has rallied to their aid almost 

immediately by raising $6800 for humanitarian aid that is being directed to ShareLife and one of its agencies, Caritas.  Students were 

also able to completely ! ll two large bins of shoes that are being sent to Haiti from Soft Moc shoe stores. A special thank you goes 

out to the parents for supporting the school�s fundraising efforts and in speaking with your children about the need and, indeed, the 

call of the Gospel to help those in our community and beyond that �whatsoever you do to the least of my brothers and sisters you do 

unto me�. 

In February, we make preparations for our course selection process where students select their courses for the next academic year. We 

will be utilizing a web-based program called �Career Cruising� where students can access the school�s course calendar, explore career 

possibilities and their respective educational requirements, and make their selections for next year.  As in the past, a course selection 

sheet will be produced for your signature, indicating your approval of the courses selected. Please take time to dialogue with your 

child on the appropriate selection of courses based on your child�s learning needs and future educational aspirations.

The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) is set for April 8, 2010. Students in grade 10 and those students who did not 

pass the test last year will write this important test as a requirement of their Ontario Secondary School Diploma. To further support 

our students, there is going to be some special remedial sessions for the students who failed the test last year and those students who 

might be at risk this year. This newsletter contains some information about these sessions under OSSLT.

We all look forward to the new semester with hope and a real sense of anticipation that great things will continue to happen in the 

lives of our students.

With God�s Blessings and Grace,

 

Bernie Smith,

Principal
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 Family  Day  Holiday

Monday, February 15, 2010 is a  Family Day 

Holiday and the York Catholic District School 

Board will be observing this holiday.  There-

fore, there will be no classes on that day and 

the schools will be closed.  



A lot has transpired with our students this school year. Our grade nine students have gone to Muskoka Woods and 

have participated in Take-A-Kid-To-Work Day.  During the week of November 16-20th, the Anti-Bullying Committee 

worked really hard providing a week�s worth of interesting and creative activities. Each homeroom class got a t-shirt 

and was asked to write anti-bullying slogans on the shirt and then every student in the class signed the shirt. The shirts 

were then hung on a clothes line in the main foyer of the school for all to read. On Thursday of that week, Anthony 

McLean, a very gifted guest speaker brought his anti-bullying message to our school community. Anthony captivated 

the attention of all our students by use of humour, rap songs and rhythms and an A/V presentation. He is de! nitely 

a speaker we will invite again. The committee has plans for several fun ! lled but meaningful activities in the next 

semester so keep your eyes and ears open.

Students have had their ! rst mid-term evaluation and now they are getting ready to write their ! nal exams. For the 

grade nine students this will be their ! rst set of formal ! nal exams. This can be a very intimidating experience for a lot 

of students. To help our grade nines prepare for the ! nals, we have a Mentor-Mentee program where we pair up our 

senior students with our grade nine students. The Mentors were in-serviced on stress management techniques, helpful 

hints for exams and study tips. We asked our mentors to meet with their grade nine mentees to deliver this message and 

to review the exam schedule and help their mentees ! ll-out a study planner. Judging from the enthusiasm in the halls 

both mentors and mentees found the exercise helpful.

 

No sooner do we ! nish exams, then next semester begins and we ask the students to select their courses for next year 

and the cycle continues" 
          

         - Mr. R. Lefaive

                  News from the Vice Principal.............

Ontario Secondary Students

Literacy Test  (OSSLT)
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

This is a message that is of particular concern to 

parents of grade ten students or grade eleven students 

who have not passed the Ontario Secondary Students 

Literacy Test (OSSLT). Successful completion of the 

OSSLT is a requirement in order to obtain a secondary 

school diploma in the Province of Ontario.  This year, 

all students in grade ten and grade eleven who have not 

passed the test will write the test on Thursday, April 8, 

2010.  In order to help these students be successful, we 

will dedicate one class per week in either English or 

History to work on practice tests.  

For those students who experience signi! cant dif! culty 

with literacy or those students who feel they would 

bene! t from additional practice we will be offering 

remedial literacy classes Tuesdays and Thursdays after 

school, starting in February for the eight weeks leading 

up to the test.  

If you would like your child to participate in these 

remedial sessions, please contact Mr. Lefaive, Vice 

Principal, at (905) 887-6171.

INCLEMENT  WEATHER  PROCEDURES

Occasionally, heavy snowstorms or icy conditions 

will force the cancellation of buses.  Although bus 

services may be cancelled, schools remain open for 

students who arrive.  Parents are asked to consider 

seriously whether to send their children to school on 

such days that conditions are perilous.  If bus services 

are cancelled in the morning, it is understood that 

buses will not operate in the afternoon.  

When severe weather conditions occur radio and 

television stations are informed on all school bus 

cancellations.  Make sure the announcement is for 

the York Catholic District School Board.  The 

schools will remain open except under extraordinary 

circumstances.

St. Augustine CHS experiences a very high volume 

of telephone calls on these days and we would ask 

that you please consult the radio and television 

stations before contacting the school or visit 

www.schoolbuscity.com.



Chaplaincy Department  -  Mr. P. Dziedzic  
We hope everyone had a Blessed Christmas and New Year!

The Christmas season has passed and we rally in getting ready for Lent.  Despite all our busy-ness, we do take the time to �smell 

the roses� and give thanks for each other and for what we have been able to accomplish.

Our retreat program keeps us very busy. The grade ten students visited �Sanctuary� in Toronto.  This facility has a strong history 

of assisting the homeless and marginalized people in the city of Toronto. Upon arrival, the students received a presentation and 

discussion. As a group, led by the facilitator and teachers, we then set out for a Prayer Walk of the core of downtown Toronto. 

After a lunch stop, we returned to the Sanctuary for discussion and to wrap up our day. We closed with a short prayer service and 

returned home. Our students experienced the reality of how some people manage to live/survive when faced with very dif" cult 

circumstances. 

On a snowy day in December, the grade twelve students were bused to Chinese Martyrs� Catholic Church, in Markham, where 

they were greeted by a team from the Canadian Christian Peacemakers. The keynote speaker, coordinator and our priest for the 

day,      Fr. Bob Holmes (C.S.B.) has personally, along with his team, stood at the point of guns and highly volatile situations with 

soldiers, in countries like Iran and Israel, with the aim of de-fusing the hostilities and violence. Through real-life examples, the 

students were taught ways to assist in doing the same with some potential violent situations (e.g. " ghting/bullying). We closed the 

day with liturgy. 

The grade eleven retreat programs were closely linked to their course on World Religions. In learning of other religions, their 

beliefs and traditions, it is hoped that a level of understanding and acceptance is reached for other people�s views. The students 

were taken to Bruce�s Mill Conservation Area and experienced aspects of the First Nations culture, traditions and ways of going 

about business.

It is expected that all three programs will be repeated in the second semester, through religion classes. 

We continue with our regular Masses and liturgies (Opening Mass, Thanksgiving and Advent/Christmas), and our daily prayers 

allowing our students to experience a spirit-" lled life, through words and deeds, by following our leader, Jesus Christ.   

Blessings to all.

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR PARENTS

AND  TO OUR PARENT SCHOOL COUNCIL

On behalf of the school community I want to thank the par-

ents of St. Augustine CHS for their generous contribution to 

the school for the very many curricular and extracurricular 

needs of our school departments.  A special and heartfelt thanks 

goes out to the Catholic School Council for all their work and 

commitment to organizing this important fundraiser.  Parents 

should know that their monies went to some of the following 

departments:

French  Digital voice recorders, TV and

  DVD player.

Library  Podcasting kits, books for White

  Pine Reading Series, ebooks, 

  graphic novels.

English  CD players, LCD projector and

  refurbished laptop.

Math  Refurbished laptops.

Science  LCD projector, resources to 

  support curriculum

Arts  Electronic keyboard, musical

  instruments.

Cdn World Baby simulator, GPS kits and

Studies  LCD projector.

  
St. Augustine CHS rallies to support the needs of the people 

of Haiti by donating gently used shoes.
Thanks to Soft Moc Shoe Store for the efforts in helping the Haitian people.

SACHS 

HELPS 

HAITI

******

SHOES  

FOR  

SOULS



Cooperative Education is an experiential mode of learning 

that integrates academic study and classroom theory with 

experiences in the workplace.  It provides students that are 

on the pathway to University, College, or the Workplace an 

opportunity to experience on-the-job training in order to provide 

them with informed career choices.

This semester the Coop students at St. Augustine Catholic 

High School had the opportunity to experience a variety of 

work placements that enhanced their career pathways.  Work 

Placements included; Rogers Cable where students ran audio 

and camera for the Local News, York Central Hospital in the 

Finance Department, Markham-Stouffville Hospital in Speech 

and Language as well as placements with chefs, graphic 

designers, ! tness trainers, dog trainers, fashion design and 

senior recreation programmer.

The Cooperative Education students this semester have been 

enriched by their work placements and have a more solid 

foundation on which to make informed career choices.

 PICTURED ABOVE:

Daniela Di Martino and Nicholas Cagna working 

in the control room at Rogers Cable.

 

Demi Chinnah preparing for a CPR course at St. 

John Ambulance.

Allison Ho at York Central Hospital in the 

Finance Department.

Elijah Malcolm at Club Markham Fitness Center
 

M A T T   25

Matt 25 wishes to say thank you to our students, staff 

and school community for giving so generously to 

people who ! nd themselves at a disadvantage 

during the Christmas season.

We de! nitely made many people smile.

 Cooperative Education  -  Mrs. L. Hutchison



Arts are Alive 
@ St. Augustine

TRANSFORMATION 2009

 The Arts are alive at St. Augustine Catholic High School. On Friday, 

December 11, 2009, the Art Department came together under the theme of 

�transformation� to display and perform various student works. The result 

was a magical evening of Visual Art, Music, Dance and Drama. 

 The night started off with a visit from Santa Claus and his three 

elves (a.k.a. Mr. Smith, Ms. Barker, Mr. Lefaive and Mr. Iannucci) to spread the 

Christmas cheer. Pictures were taken, hot chocolate was served, raf! e tickets 

were distributed by elves (a.k.a. Drama students and Arts Council members) and 

there was a feeling of celebration in the air. 

Entering the main foyer, visitors were in awe of the amount of creativity 

in the artwork displayed. Mr. Fung, Ms. Fabroa and Ms. van Loenen�s Visual Art 

and Photographic Design classes showcased various projects from throughout the 

semester. Projects ranged from paintings, drawings, mixed media, videos, sculpture, 

digital and traditional photography. The Arts Council successfully organized a 

silent art auction and the sale of hand-made gifts to raise money for charity. 

Cheers to the gift of giving" 

 The production in the cafetorium included musical, dance and dramatic 

performances. Ms. Marchione�s grade nine Instrumental Music students created 

the spirit of the season with various Christmas carols. Mr. Pezzelato�s music 

students showed off their talents with instrumental and vocal solos. Music 

students also supported the production through their technical work. The X-

treme Dance Team energized the crowd with their moves. Drama students 

performed various one-act plays, under the direction of Ms. van Loenen, Ms. 

Devlin-Foley and Ms. Pagliaro. The contrasting dramatic pieces moved the crowd 

with their messages of transformation and Christmas peace. The audience 

showed their appreciation to all of the works with enthusiastic applause and 

positive words of encouragement to all performers and members of stage crew.

 A big thank you goes out to all of the staff who supported the 

process of creating this show. Thank you also to students and parents, for your 

commitment and dedication to this initiative. Finally, thank you to the St. 

Augustine Catholic High School community for attending this event 

and for your continued support of the Arts. We look forward to 

sharing our new works with you in the spring"

If you�d like to see more pictures, checkout the

Arts Council website at

www .staugustinechs.ca (link:arts council)

or http://www.stauartscouncil.tk/

 The Arts  -  Mrs. D. Pagliaro
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ÒWITH GLOWIN G HEARTSÓ JOHN  AND LEE-ANNE 
PROUDLY CARRIED THE OLYMPIC FLAM E A LITTLE BIT 
CLOSER TO THE VANCOUV ER 2010 WIN TER OLYMP ICS.  

LEE-ANNE WAS  SELECTED TO CARRY THE FLAME  
THROUG H RBC.  JOHN WAS  CHOSEN THE DAY OF THE 
RELAY WHE N A RUNNER DID NOT SHOW A ND THE 
ORG ANIZER DISCOVERED THAT HE HAD BEEN IN THE 
1988 CALGARY WIN TER OLYMP ICS.  

WHA T AN HONOU R FOR BOTH OF US & A DREAM 
COM E TRUE!!  MAY ALL YOU R DREAMS  COME TRUE IN 


