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Fact s 

• The average undergraduate student in Canada graduates with $24,000 
worth of debt

• 22% of university and 41% of college students who interrupt their studies 
do so due to insufficient funds

• Students aren’t properly informed: 61% of students would have liked to 
receive more information about bursary, scholarship, and grant 
applications

Source: The Canada Millennium Scholarship Foundation



From Studentawards’ 2008 Survey:

“Who’s t h e P oor est of Th em All?”

• 48% estimate annual living expenses to be $5,000-$10,000/year

• 60% estimate  tuition, books, academic supplies, etc .to be $5,000 -$10,000/year
But:

• 64% of students surveyed had less than $5,000 upon entering first year!

No wonder:
• 73%  have to borrow funds to complete their studies  (37% : > $20,000 debt!)

• 43% thought they’d borrow from their parents or relatives; 
• Only 1% anticipated getting money from their institution in scholarships
• 34% said it would take five or more years to pay down their debt; 25% said 3-5 years

It will take 60% of students more than 3 years to pay down their debt



Th er e a r e t h ou san d s of 
sch ola r sh ip s, b u r sa r ies an d 

aw ar d s  av a ilab le in Can ad a .   

Regist er a t :

w w w .st u d en t aw ar d s.com

We’r e l ik e a d a t in g ser v ice 
b et w een YOU an d MONEY!



Is it w or t h t h e effor t ? Wh y sh ou ld I ap p ly?

• Money –specifically, money that you don’t have to pay back.
• Resume Builder –what better way is there to impress your future 

employer? Awards look great on medical/law school applications as well. 
• Compound Interest – once you win one award, it acts as a stepping stone 

for winning others. 
• Personal Satisfaction a.k.a. The Glory – it’s nice to get a little 

recognition for all your hard work. 



Wh o a r e sch ola r sh ip p r ogr am s look in g t o 
r ew a r d ?

Other than academic success and financial need, scholarship programs look 
for applicants who can demonstrate:

• Originality and Passion – what makes you stand out from all the other 
applicants?

• Volunteering & Community Service – do you give back to the 
community? Have you volunteered beyond the 40 hour requirement?

• Leadership and Initiative – are you a founding member or have you 
taken an active role in a club or organization?

• Talent –are you a mini Van Gogh? Future Spielberg? Do you have a 
vision? Scholarships reward fresh thinking and new ideas. 

• Special targeted areas – specific heritage or cultural background, 
gender, special needs, geography and more.



I’m ju st an a v er age J oe a n d I 
can ’t com p et e w it h a ll t h ose 
b r a in iacs!  

Wh a t ’s ou t t h er e for m e?

• It’s true - there are many merit based scholarships 
that are aimed at high academic achievers, 
however, there are many other award 
opportunities that reward creativity and other 
attributes.

• Someone’s always going to be the lucky winner, 
so why couldn’t it be you?

• Apply, Apply, Apply!  If you don’t apply, you can’t 
win.



How d o I f in d sch ola r sh ip s, 
b u r sa r ies an d aw ar d s? 

• www.studentawards.com: get matched with money for school
• www.fundyourfuture.ca: great financial planning tools here.
• Check your provincial government website for government loans 

programs.  
www.canlearn.ca: provides interactive planning tools to help Canadians 
make important decisions about saving for, selecting and financing their 
post-secondary education.

• Millennium Scholarship Foundation - www.millenniumscholarships.ca
• College/University Financial Aid Office Websites

http://www.studentawards.com:
http://www.fundyourfuture.ca:
http://www.canlearn.ca:
http://www.millenniumscholarships.ca
ge/University


Nadia loves to be involved – she is quick to say 
yes to opportunities at school and in her 
community.  She will graduate from high school 
with an 78% average.  Her passion for the 
environment has led her to become the 
President of the Tree Huggers Club.

Has lots of interests Wendy’s Classic Achiever Scholarship
Awards – up to $5,000

As a graduating high school student who:

Is living in Mississauga Mississauga Youth Achievement Awards - $1,000

Is active in environmental issues Toyota Earth Day Scholarship - $5,000

Student Sample



As a star hockey player, Adam dreams of 
playing for the Maple Leafs some day.  His 
parents, who own a small chain of 
convenience stores, go to all of his games 
and are very supportive, however, they insist 
that Adam’s academic career must also stay 
on track.  Adam will register as a History 
major at York University in the fall.

Student Sample

Roger Neilson | Toronto Maple Leafs Alumni 
Scholarship - $2,500

Padgett Business Services Scholarship - $500 to $2,000

Is pursuing a degree in History Colonel Douglas H. Gunter History Awards - $1,000

Has parents that own a small business

As a graduating high school student who:

Plays hockey



8 Tips
f or Submi t t i ng a 

Gr eat Schol ar sh ip 
A ppl i cat i on


